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Technical Team 

The Benton County Natural Areas & Parks Department (NAPD) Advisory Board and Board of 

Commissioners, approved the formation of the Jackson-Frazier Wetland Technical Team in 

January 2017.  The technical team members were selected by NAPD natural resources 

coordinator with input provided by the project consultant and department director.  Technical 

team members were selected based on their professional experience with: wetland restoration, 

management of parks/open space (including land adjacent to Jackson-Frazier), and their 

availability to provide their support during the Phase 1 project period.   

Technical Team members were tasked with providing the following support: 

¶ Share experience and, where possible, resources to support current and future work 

phases; 

¶ Review and provide guidance on the project scope of work including vision, goals, 

objectives; 

¶ Review and provide input on work completed by county staff and project consultant 

leading to large scale wetland restoration at Jackson-Frazier wetland. 

Table 1.  Technical Team Members (Phase 1) 

 

 



 

 

 

Project Background 

 

Over the past 25 years, the Jackson-Frazier Wetland has been owned by Benton County and 

managed by Benton County Natural Areas & Parks.  During the last quarter century, the original 

mission of this highly popular natural area has endured: 

The wetland will serve as a model for natural area protection, restoration, and management, 

including research, application of different management implementation, experimentation, and 

monitoring (Jackson Frazier Wetland Management Plan Refinement, 2005). 

Many major accomplishments have occurred to fulfill the Jackson-Frazier Wetland mission, 

including:  

¶ Providing permanent protection of the resource; 

¶ Leading and supporting plant and animal surveys; 

¶ Enhancing native species including several rare species; 

¶ Designating priority conservation areas and associated restoration techniques;  

¶ Completing routine monitoring to inform adaptive management approaches. 

Starting in 2015, Benton County Natural Areas & Parks staff began discussions with the 

volunteer-citizen advisory board on the historic landscape level impacts proposed for 

restoration work.  The Benton County Natural Areas & Parks Board, in addition to the Board of 

Commissioners were provided public presentations by parks staff that summarized current site 

limitations and a proposed process for addressing these issues with the goal of significant 

increases in wetland functions and values (see Appendix A for Project Approval Presentation).  

Unanimous support was given by each board member, and parks staff began implementation of 

Phase 1 of the Jackson-Frazier Long Term Habitat Restoration Plan. 

Phase 1 focuses on key habitat information developed and collected at Jackson-Frazier Wetland 

starting in 1986 until the present.  The wealth of information developed through university 

research, agency investigations, county management, and other sources, provides many details 

on site characteristics to inform conceptual plan development.  In addition, a Technical Team 

was called together and facilitated by the Benton County Natural Resources Coordinator to 

provide a substantial and diverse amount of professional experience regarding wetland 

management and restoration.  Figure 1 shows the Phase 1 project workflow process, leading to 

the development of a conceptual plan for major restoration of the wetland 

 



 

 

 

Figure 1.  Project Workflow 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After Phase 1 project completion, staff and partners will begin implementation of the 

conceptual plan leading to large scale habitat work within the priority wetland restoration area 

(Phase 2). 

Project Vision 

 

The Technical Team developed guidance on the desired future state of the Jackson-Frazier 

Wetland priority habitat area (see Management Background).  The following vision statement 

was adopted by the Technical Team to guide and inspire work:  

Increase and preserve the diversity, functions, and values within the high priority Jackson-Frazier 

Wetland conservation area 

In order to accomplish the project vision, a phased approach starting with the Phase 1 

conceptual plan development and adoption. Phase 2 will be the implementation of all Phase 1 

Synthesis of Historic and 

Current Information 

Technical Team Analysis & 

Development of Long Term 

Habitat Restoration Objectives 

Topographic Site Analysis  

Final Development & Adoption of 

Conceptual Plan  

Phase 1 Technical Team Field Trip to 

Jackson-Frazier Wetland (3/17/17)  

Dozens of publications, reports, 

and plans for Jackson-Frazier 

were reviewed and synthesized 



goals and objectives, focused on large scale alteration of the wetland landscape to improve and 

preserve wetland features. 

Site Description  

The Jackson-Frazier Wetland Management Plan (updated 2005), and the Benton County Habitat 

Conservation Plan (2010) provide extensive natural resources information for the site.  Key site 

characteristics that directly support restoration plan development are summarized to provide 

reference for understanding Phase 1 plan goals and objectives.   

Location                                  Figure 2.  Site Location 

Jackson-Frazier Wetland is located northeast of 

Corvallis, immediately outside the Corvallis 

Urban Growth Boundary at the north end of 

Lancaster Street (Figure 2).   The natural area 

managed by the County now encompasses 

144.5 acres. Of this, 131.68 acres are wetland 

and approximately 14 acres are upland (non-

wetland) that were farmed until county 

ownership (previously owned by Starker 

Forests). 

Hydrology 

Analysis of  1936-2014 aerial photography, 

shows a fine pattern of drainage furrows and a 

recently excavated ditch connecting with 

Stewart Slough that drains the wetland to the 

southeast. Prior to this major ditching, the 

wetland drained northeasterly into Frazier 

Creek Ditch (Scientific Resources, 1986). Both 

Stewart Slough and Frazier Creek Ditch flow 

into the Willamette River (Map 2). Historically, 

the wetland contained no human made ponds 

although two shallow depressions were excavated as duck ponds during the 1930s and 1950s. 

In 1985, wetland drainage was deliberately, although superficially, altered by the landowner, 

this damage was later assessed by Scientific Resources, Inc. (see Management Background).  

The confluence of Jackson and Frazier Creeks is north and west of the County-owned wetland, 

located in the northeast part of Owens Farm west of Highway 99W.  Discharge into and out of 

the wetland was measured by Buffkin (1985) from November 1983 to February 1984 as part of 

the Impact Study authorized by DSL after site impacts occurred (see Site impacts).   Buffkin 

observed up to 180 CFS inflow and up to 95 CFS outflow, and determined that minimal water 

retention in the wetland during saturated conditions (Scientific Resources, 1986Historic and 



cuǊǊŜƴǘ ŘǊŀƛƴŀƎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ƻƴ [ƛ5!w ŘŜǊƛǾŜŘ ΨōŀǊŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΩ ƛƳŀƎŜǊȅ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ƭŀƴŘŦƻǊƳ 

(see Figure 7).   

 

 

Figures 3-6.Jackson-Frazier Aerial Imagery 1936-2014 

Figure 3. 1936 Aerial Imagery  

 

 

Figure 4. 1944 Aerial Imagery 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 5. 1954 Aerial Imagery 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 6.  1969 Aerial Imagery 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 7.  2015 Aerial Imagery  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 7. Jackson-Frazier Wetland Surface Reinforced Drainage & Bare Earth (2013 LIDAR) 



 

Soils 

The Benton County Area Soil Survey (Knezevich, 1975, revised 2000) identifies four major soil 

series in the wetland area: Waldo silty clay loam (Waς47%), Bashaw clay (Bcς37%), Dayton silt 

loam (Daς5%), , and Woodburn silt loam (WoAς10%)The first three are hydric soils developed 

under a deficit of soil oxygen, conducive to high quality wetland habitat and the Woodburn soil 



is an upland soil.  Bashaw clay and Waldo silty clay are the most prominent, and the Waldo soil 

is found primarily in association with inflowing streams and tall ash trees that are thriving 

within the forested wetland habitat areas (Scientific Resources, 1986; NRCS).   

Figure 8. Jackson-Frazier Soils Map (source: NRCS) 

 

Wetland Types 

The National Wetland Inventory maps wetland types employing the Cowardin classification 

based on hydrology, substrate, and vegetation (Cowardin et al. 1979). There are four Cowardin 

wetland types in the Jackson-Frazier wetland: PEMC Palustrine Emergent Seasonally Flooded; 

PEMF Palustrine Emergent Semi-permanently Flooded; PSSC Palustrine Shrub/Scrub Seasonally 

Flooded; and PFOC Palustrine Forested Seasonally Flooded. The wetland was delineated as a 



jurisdictional wetland in 1986 (Scientific Resources Inc. 1986).  There are several habitat types 

that closely align with the wetland management areas, adopted as part of the Benton County 

Habitat Conservation Plan (see Management Background). 

Figure 9. Jackson-Frazier Cowardin Wetland Classifications 

 

Site History 

In the 1830s, the ΨJackson-Frazier tractΩ was part of a vast wet 
prairie maintained by frequent Native American burning by the 
Kalapuya Tribe, which occupied the central Willamette Valley,  



subsisted mainly on plant foods including tarweed and grass seeds as well as camas and onion 
bulbs, foods favored by periodic burning (Boyd, 1986). Through several early settlement 

ownerships, the wetland was never planted or intensively 
farmed because of poorly drained, heavy soils; nonetheless, 
ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ǿŀǎ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ άǊƻǳƎƘέ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ Ƙŀȅ ŀƴŘ heavily 

grazed until the early 1960s (Management Plan, 2005). Waterfowl were hunted in the parcel 
and two shallow duck ponds created in the 1930s (Management Plan, 1992).  In the 1960s, 
Jackson-Frazier wetland ownership passed to a speculative 
owner, grazing stopped, and the owner unsuccessfully 
petitioned the County to zone the property for industrial use. 
Initially the land was zoned Urban Residential (UR -1), rezoned 
in 1974 to Urban Residential (UR-3), rezoned again for 
Exclusive Farm Use (EFU) in 1979, and removed from the City 
planning area because of revised population projections 
(Benton County Ordinance 91-0083). By the late 1970s, the County Comprehensive Plan was 
under preparation.  
 

Wetland ownership passed to the Marshall Land 
Company in June 1984. In November 1985, the 
owner cleared the property by scraping 
approximately 13 acres and 
developed/deepened several ditches without 
appropriate permits from the County, state, or 
federal government. After an impact analysis 
was conducted for the Division of State Lands 
(DSL) (Scientific Resources Inc. 1986), the DSL 
served the owner with a Restoration Order. 
Sometime after 1986, the principal owner 
moved away from the area without paying 

property taxes; however, Benton County was still 
required, under LCDC order, to protect the Goal 5 
ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ άǎŜƎƳŜƴǘŜŘέ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ 
Plan remained in non-compliance.  Finally on October 

22, 1990, Benton County foreclosed on the wetland owner for failure to pay taxes and Benton 
County assumed title. County Community Development Department then revised the ESEE 
analysis and rezoned 131 acres as Open Space, and placed the entire delineated 147-acre 
wetland in a Wetland Overlay Zone in February 1991. These steps completed the LCDC 
ƻōƭƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǘƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭŜŘ hǊŜƎƻƴΩǎ ƭŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ 
(Management Plan, 2005). 
 

Interpretive sign at Jackson-Frazier, 

showing Kalapuya burning of prairie habitat 

Grazing occurred until from settlement until 

the 1960s, reducing encroachment of 

shrubs and trees into the wet prairie habitat 

Detail of northwest corner of wetland, 

scraped by previous property owner in 1985 

(Scientific Resources Inc. 1986) 



Management Background 

 

Major Site Alterations 

Prior to the 1920s, the wetland drained 

northeast by what has become known 

as Frazier Creek Ditch. Originally, there 

was no well-developed drainage to the 

south. That changed in the 1930s when 

a major ditch connecting southward to 

Stewart Slough was excavated, 

providing the wetland with the two 

major drainages existing today (see 

Figure 7).  Grazing occurred after 

settlement, providing disturbance that reduced 

shrub and tree encroachment into the priority 

wetland restoration area/emergent wetland 

habitat (Management Plan, 2005).  The City of 

Corvallis developed the East-West ditch on the southern property boundary to allow for 

increased drainage of Highway 99.  There are no major documented alterations to the wetland 

property as it currently exists, until 1985. 

In 1985, the current property owner used heavy equipment (likely Dozer similar to Caterpillar 

Model D8) (Scientific Resources, 1986), to create extensive impacts within the current open wet 

prairie habitat.  Division of State Lands funded Scientific Resources to complete a thorough 

study of the site after the impacts occurred, providing detailed documentation of impacts from 

clearing, ditching, and grading of southern portion of the site.  It also described and mapped 

the Jackson-Frazier Wetland drainage system and delineated the wetland in accordance with 

Division of State Lands standards.  The majority of the documented impacts occurred within the 

lower portion of the priority restoration area and resulted in preventing surface water from 

ŦƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ΨǾŜǊƴŀƭ ǇƻƴŘΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘŜŀǎǘ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪ ōȅ ǳǇ ǘƻ Ƙalf, combined with 

increased dewatering of soils.  These alterations have continued to contribute to the loss of the 

palustrine emergent/depressional wetland features and increased transition to upland and 

shrub dominated wetland habitat as duration of soil saturation is reduced.    Flow monitoring 

was completed at locations where ditches were recently excavated by the prior property owner 

(see Figure 10. Surface Drainage after 1986 Wetland Impacts).  Consultant work determined 

that the three east-west ditches created (Ditch C, D, and E) interrupt, channeled, and dispersed 

southerly surface flow, accelerating the movement of water out of the wetland (Scientific 

wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ мфус ǇƎΦ уύΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŘƛǘŎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŎǊŀǇƛƴƎ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜǎǳƭǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǿŀǘŜǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨǾernal 

ǇƻƴŘΩ όƛΦŜΦ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴǘ ǿŜǘƭŀƴŘύ ŀǊŜŀ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ŦƻǊ 

wildlife. 

1954 aerial imagery of Jackson-Frazier 

Wetland area showing ditch system and 

southeast drainage patterns that were 

ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфолΩǎ 



 

Figure 10. Surface Drainage after 1986 Wetland Impacts (Scientific Resources, 1986) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Figure 11.  Aerial image captured after prior owner site impacts (Scientific Resources, 1985)  

 

 

 

Figure 12.  Berm created by prior property owner overgrown with rose (2015) 

 

 

 



Figure 13. Rut and furrow system created by prior property owner- present condition (March, 

2017) 

Four (4) major ditches were documented to occur 

during these major site alterations, to increase 

ŘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ΨǾŜǊƴŀƭ ǇƻƴŘΩΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜǎŜ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŘƛǘŎƘŜǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŜȄƛǎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ Ψ5ƛǘŎƘ 

.Ω όǎŜŜ Figure 10) providing the majority of flow 

conveyance offsite.  In addition to documenting site 

impacts, the study also provides inflow and outflow 

data for Jackson-Frazier Creek, Frazier Ditch, and 

Village Green Ditch (currently known as Village 

Green Creek).  

In summary, the major alterations to the wetland by 

the prior property owner that remain to the current 

day include: 

1. Ditch system that increases surface water 

runoff from site, leading to reduced floodwater 

storage and reduced soil saturation during growing 

season; 

2.  Approximately ¼ mile earthen berm that 

spans the lower section of the main wetland prairie 

conservation area, significantly altering wetland 

hydrology; 

3. Ψwǳǘ ŀƴŘ ŦǳǊǊƻǿΩ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǘƭŀƴŘ 

prairie conservation area from past earthwork;  

4. Increasing amount of highly invasive Reed Canary Grass due to limited disturbance and 

site impacts that threaten the native vegetation diversity of the wetland.   

Benton County Management 

In 1990, after major impacts to the site transpired, acquisition of the Jackson-Frazier Wetland 

property by Benton County occurred through foreclosure proceedings.  Rezoning of the 

property to Open Space was completed by Benton County Development Department, to fulfill 

ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ŀǎ ŀ ΨDƻŀƭ р {ƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜΩ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ .Ŝƴǘƻƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ 

Comprehensive plan.   Benton County Parks gained support of the Benton County 

Commissioners and Parks Advisory Board to develop a management plan as required as part of 

the Open Space zoning designation.  In 1992, the Benton County Board of Commissioners 

established the Jackson-Frazier Wetland Advisory Task Force with the primary purpose of 

developing a management plan for the now designated Jackson-Frazier Wetland. 



The 1992 management plan (updated in 2005) developed habitat management units (see 

Figure 14), ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀƴ ΨƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻǇǘƛƻƴΩ with prioritized actions for implementing 

the management plan as follows: 

¶ Public Use,  

¶ Wetland Prairie,  

¶ Upland, and  

¶ Mixed Wetland Forest-Shrub. 

Criteria for priority work includes degree of public use, resource sensitivity, difficulty of 

implementing action, and probability of success (JF Management Plan, 2005 update).  The 

major management policy goal of Restoration placed priority on: ά²ƘŜǊŜ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ 

economically feasible, restore damaged or degraded wetland resources to an historically 

documented state prevailing at Euro-American settlement time using the least intrusive 

ƳŜǘƘƻŘǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŀǎ ŀ ƳƻŘŜƭ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘέόǇƎΦ 34, JF Management Plan 2005 update). 

Many of the 1992 management plan recommendations have been implemented, including: 

¶ Construction of boardwalk and interpretive/educational signage, 

¶ Mowing and removal of shrub and trees from prairie habitat, 

¶ Control of invasive species, and 

¶ Controlled burning 

In 2004 Benton County entered into an agreement with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to 

participate in the Oregon Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program. This agreement covered a 10-

year period with the purpose of restoring wetland resources in Jackson-Frazier Wetland (U.S. 

Fish and Wildlife Service, 2003). It is important to note that no landscape scale restoration work 

to address the major site alterations from the prior property owner, has occurred since 

adoption of the management plan.   

  



Figure 14.  Jackson-Frazier Wetland Management Plan- Habitat Management Units 

 

Habitat Conservation Plan 

The Benton County Prairie Species Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) was initiated to bring 

.Ŝƴǘƻƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƻƴ ƛǘǎ ƻǿƴ ƭŀƴŘǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ State 

Endangered Species Acts (HCP 2010, pg. i).  The HCP was adopted in 2010, with implementation 

ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ нлмм ŦƻǊ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ΨtǊŀƛǊƛŜ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ !ǊŜŀǎΩΦ  A Conservation Measure under the 

HCP is the designation of over 500 acres of Prairie Conservation Areas: lands within the County 

to be managed specifically for prairie and covered species conservation, and where habitat 

restoration activities may occur (HCP 2010, pg. 35).  During 2011 baseline data on vegetation 

(native, threatened/endangered, invasive) was collected. effectiveness monitoring to 

determine vegetation trends was completed in 2014 as required under the HCP.  Several trends 

for rare vegetation were documented as part of the monitoring as shown in Figure 15. Woody 

species encroachment within Priority restoration area (Wetland Prairie Conservation Area) 

resulted in a 62% decrease in open wetland area.  In addition, invasive Reed Canary Grass, 

primarily within the northern portion of the priority wetland restoration area has increased 

more than 30%..  The priority restoration area (see Long Term Restoration), wetland prairie 

management unit (JF Management Plan, 2005), and the Prairie Conservation Area overlap as a 



priority area for implementing restoration actions.  After grading work is  completed, 

effectiveness monitoring (every 3 years) and additional required monitoring under the HCP will 

occur to provide long term data to evaluate trends of restoration work. 

Figure 15.  Habitat Conservation Plan Monitoring Trends for Jackson-Frazier Wetland (2010-

2014) Threatened/Endangered Species (ESA listed) 

 

 

Long Term Restoration  

Phase 1 planning is focused on developing and implementing restoration work, which results in 

lasting restoration of priority wetland resources.   

Goals 

The following goals are based on the Project Vision developed and approved by the Technical 

Team for the priority wetland in order of restoration priority: 

1. Restore wetland hydrology through surface contouring, upland feature reduction, and 

increased  soil saturation  

2. Restore vegetation diversity through woody plant reduction, invasive weed control, and 

native vegetation seeding.  

3. Increase environmental education and outreach opportunities through habitat 

restoration demonstration areas, educational signage, and volunteer group stewardship 

work. 

 

Restoration Plan Objectives 

The following are proposed restoration concepts developed by the project leads with review 

and input provided by the technical team.  Project leads spent several months reviewing 

historical information, completing field visits, and discussing ideas for long term wetland 

restoration with the technical team and other regional wetland professionals.  Concepts are 

categorized under hydrology, vegetation, and environmental education and outreach as 

follows: 

Hydrology: 

1) Remove previously constructed berm from restoration area (Figure 15). 



a) Berm is currently effecting flow patterns across the site and should be completely 

removed. 

b) Depending on disposal location, killing existing vegetation would be advantageous prior 

to removal. 

c) Once removed to match adjacent topography, disking will help break up compaction. 

2) Grade areas of previous disturbance to eliminate rut/furrow system and disable surface 

ditching (Figure 15). 

a) Rutting created from berm construction and surface ditching as documented in DSL 

violation report has altered the hydroperiod and created difficult conditions for 

management actions such as mowing. 

b) Disking these areas will restore the natural hydrology, decrease woody species 

encroachment, and create a seed bed to increase diversity with additional planting.  If 

disking is deemed prohibitive due to cost or risk of vegetation diversity impacts, it may 

be feasible to selectively fill the rut areas with berm soil.  

c) Finished contours with subtle undulations will create varying hydrology to support 

greater species diversity, and aid with long term management. 

3) Create depressional wetlands, focusing efforts in Reed canary grass dominated areas (Figure 

15). 

a) /ǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŘŜǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ǿŜǘƭŀƴŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŀȄƛƳǳƳ ŘŜǇǘƘǎ ƻŦ млέ-муέ ǿƻǳƭŘ 

increase habitat complexity with an extended hydroperiod for amphibian/waterbird 

production, and diversify vegetation from adjacent hydrologic regimes. 

b) Removing material and placing it in nearby upland areas could increase flood storage 

and delay functions. 

c) Redistributing material within the restoration area to create hydrology ranging from 

inundation to increased surface saturation during the early growing season could 

increase vegetative diversity with greater pollinator support.  

Vegetation: 

1) Eliminate reed canary grass and other non-native invasive species. 

a) Control of established, perennial non-native invasive species such as reed canary grass 

should be initiated the year prior to any grading work. 

b) Challenges include: controlling vegetation height in late spring to allow adequate re-

growth for late summer treatment, as well as herbicide application with sufficient spray 

volume and minimal tracking of vegetation. 

c) Flash grazing with sheep could be utilized in late spring for controlling vegetation height, 

which could also be incorporated into the long-term management plan if applicable 

however it is likely cost prohibitive and deemed incompatible with public use.   

d) Utilizing low ground pressure skid steer mowers is also a viable option.  Mowing would 

need to be accomplished such to effectively chop up and distribute organic matter. 

2) Decrease woody vegetation. 



a) Woody vegetation has continued to encroach into the restoration area since active 

management/ disturbance regime ceased, with a slight set back in ~2004 from mowing. 

b) ¢ǊŜŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ пέ 5.I ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ōȅ ƘŀƴŘΣ ŜȄŎŀǾŀǘƻǊΣ ƻǊ ǎheering and can be 

utilized to increase habitat complexity in areas without active management in the near 

term.   

c) If its deemed advantageous to retain some larger trees, at least the obviously female 

Ash trees should be removed to limit seed dispersal.   

d) Smaller trees and shrubs can be selectively treated in the fall the year prior to full scale 

restoration work.  As with red canary grass, early implementation will be key for 

successful control and vegetation height will need to be manage to allow sufficient 

regrowth for herbicide application. 

3) Increase diversity. 

a) Once above mentioned work is completed pending team consensus, diversity can be 

incorporated with native seed and a modified version of no-till planting. 

b) Early plant lists can be utilized to document what species were present and cross 

referenced the species that our commercially available.  Native species that are 

currently abundant should be omitted from future planting, except in any excavated 

areas. 

c) The key to long term restoration and sustainability will be adequate funding for a 

minimum of 2 growing seasons following planting for spot control work to allow natives 

to fully establish (ideally 3-4 growing seasons). 

d) Also, some level of long term funding will be necessary to keep noxious weeds and 

woody vegetation at tolerable levels.  

Environmental Education & Outreach 

1) Construct at least one depressional wetland within proximity to boardwalk. 

a) The potential location is illustrated on the attached map, and will greatly increase 

viewing opportunities with additional habitat diversity.  

2) Increase plant diversity along boardwalk. 

a) Currently the woody component along the boardwalk is dominated by native species, 

but the herbaceous layer is mostly reed canary grass. 

b) With limited equipment access, canary grass control will be more challenging and likely 

take an additional growing season to control over the general restoration area. 

c) Once noxious weeds are under control, additional diversity can be incorporated with 

plugs in close proximity to the boardwalk and seed in the larger open areas with similar 

species composition to the restoration area. 

d) This could be an excellent opportunity for local volunteer groups to plant and manage, 

with professional crews utilized to control persistent species such as reed canary grass 

which cannot be effectively hand pulled. 

3) Control woody vegetation in strategic locations to demonstrate various wetland 

communities. 



a) Currently there are several representative areas of forested wetland and scrub/shrub 

wetland along the boardwalk. 

b) With the addition of native wet prairie and emergent marsh components mentioned 

above, this area could have excellent educational value, illustrating the dominant 

Willamette Valley wetland types and species composition.   

c) Some level of management will need to address woody growth close to the boardwalk 

and to allow viewing of other areas. 

 

 

 



 

Topographic Site Analysis 

 

During July  2017, a topographic survey of Jackson-Frazier wetland to inform current and future 

management within the priority restoration area was completed.  The detailed topographic 

survey provides 6 inch contour lines in restoration work areas, to help inform grading 

specifications for habitat restoration.  In conjunction with engineered project design drawings it 

also provides assurance that implementation of restoration objectives will not adversely impact 

the resource or adjacent landowners.  In addition, the analysis supports other identified goals 

such as the City of Corvallis Stormwater Master Plan (2007, Chapter 8) goal to develop flow 

monitoring information to accurately model the response of the wetland and discharging 

streams during storm events. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Figure X.  Topographic Site Analysis Map 

 

 

 


